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From the publication of the great Report of tlie French Academy of Medicine, ' Sur la Peste et les Quarantaines,' in 1845, which first dissipated most of the old errors and prejudices respecting the Plague, and pointed out the need of reform in the modes of .quarantine then existing, there has been no little discrepancy of opinion in the profession as to the wisdom or suitableness of the whole system as it has generally been enforced. The repeated visitations of other forms of pestilence since that date have served to afford abundant opportunities of observing the effects of its operation in different countries, and of the results which have been obtained therefrom, both at home and abroad. But, as 4. As much difference of opinion continued to prevail throughout Europe respecting the necessity for quarantine, as hitherto carried into effect in regard not only to cholera, but also to yellow fever and the plague,?the three diseases against which it is specially directed?the French Government, in 1850, proposed that an international conference should be held for the examination of the subject by delegates, medical and consular, from all the leading countries of Europe.
5. The conference, which consisted of twenty-four members from twelve of the chief states of Europe, was held in Paris in 1851, and continued its sittings for eight months. From the discordance of opinion among the members on various topics which were discussed, the Conference separated without having arrived at unanimous conclusions on several very important points, and the British Government declined to accede to the report agreed upon by the maioritv of the delegates.
6. At the end of 1852, when yellow fever was prevailing in the West Indies, several of the royal mail steamers suffered from attacks of the disease on the voyage from St. Thomas to Southampton, and, in some instances, had cases on board at the time of their arrival. None of the infected vessels were sent to the " Mother Bank" or were detained in quarantine at Southampton for more than two or three days. The 19. In view of the above considerations, it is submitted that it is extremely desirable, in the interests of the national welfare that a thorough examination of the subject of quarantine?in its bearings on public health, commerce, and the military and naval services?should be made by a Royal Commission, which could call for and collect evidence from all suitable sources, and after mature delibera-Royal Mail steamers which suffer from yellow fever on the voyage from the West Indies has recently been under the consideration of the Privy Council, and that steps were at the present time being taken to obtain evidence which might guide the Government in respect of the measures to be hereafter adopted. If such evidence should not be found sufficient, then he was very much of the opinion of the deputation, that the whole subject should be examined into by a Royal Commission. The duke also alluded to the extreme difficulty of arriving at any general agreement among the different European governments as to the nature and extent of the quarantines to be imposed, and mentioned Spain in particular as a country which stood much in the way of any relaxation being effected. The deputation informed him that it was for this very reason that they sought to make the proposed inquiry rather a national than an international one, and that paragraph 18 of the Memorial had been framed with this object, the nonsuccess of the two Conferences at Paris and Constantinople having shown that it is in vain at present to look for concordance of sentiment on many points of practice among some of the nations of Europe.
